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What do we mean by 
ΨǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩΚ





Why  is youth participation important?

ÅYouth often have unique 
experiences/ 
questions/insights 
different from that of an 
adult
ÅYouth are experts on 

certain aspects of their 
lives
ÅYouth have a right to make 

decisions about issues that 
affect their lives Picture: DumisaniMasuku



Research in the region shows that:

ÅChildren rate psychological support and caring 
as high as food, shelter in their health
ÅIncreased communication and understanding     

between youth, HWs and comm. members
ÅIncreased uptake of services and early   

detection of and response to health problems
ÅImproved coordination across agencies, actors,  

sectors
ÅYouth more empowered to take action and challenge

power inequities
EQUINET PRA reports: 2005-9, esporphan research in Malawi, 

Kenya and Zimbabwe
See www.equinetafrica.org)

http://www.equinetafrica.org/


{ƻΧΧ

ΧǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ 
with the topic of my 
presentation today ςon the 
use of participatory toolkits 
for practical life-skills 
training?



Using a participatory approach


